


... to all of you that make up the ever-growing circle of the 
Camp Kerry Society: our supporters, donors, volunteers, 
staff and participants - all of you who, in different ways, 
give your time, your energy, your commitment, your 
donations, your ideas, your knowledge, your experience, 
your skills, your passion and your hearts in service to 
this vibrant and dynamic community. I would also like 
to extend greetings to those of you who are just hearing 
about our organization for the first time.

It is hard for me to believe that another year is coming to a close for the 
Camp Kerry Society. Families reached by our services this past year 
came from over 20 different urban, rural and remote 
communities across BC and beyond. We launched two 
exciting new programs including a Camp Kerry Youth 
Retreat funded by a grant from the Order of St. John’s 
and a Camp Kerry Family Retreat in Ontario made 
possible by an enthusiastic group of volunteers and 
donors from the Peterborough region. We also added 
some new fundraising initiatives—including our first 
Charity Golf Tournament and the opening of our own 
high-end charity thrift store which we have proudly 
named Kerry’s Boutique. 

Time certainly flies when life gets busy, and yet, for those of us who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one, time can also, paradoxically, stand 
still. It has been five years since that sunny spring day in March when my 
husband Bas died. In that moment, I thought the earth might actually stop 
spinning because I could not imagine a world without him in it. I have now 
learned to be in the world again without Bas, and he travels with me each 
and every day, in all that I do, always in my heart. On March 24th each year I 
stop and take the day to remember his life, and the legacy of love he blessed 

DID YOU KNOW… In 2014, CaMP KeRRY helped families from over 20 different 
urban, rural and remote communities across Canada.

OUr Year-at-a-GlaNce
Program Highlights from 2014

FebrUarY 

 » Volunteer appreciation Party—good food, great people and an   
 inspiring look back at seven years of Camp Kerry video images  

 » Our very first Camp Kerry Youth Retreat held at Tod Mountain Ranch  
 near Kamloops—unforgettable

aPrIl-MaY

 » Dr. Heather Mohan presents 20 years of research and clinical   
 experience in Ontario at the “Windows to the Heart” community event

 » Dr. Mohan along with Shelley Hermer and Joshua Dahling share the  
 Camp Kerry model with an international audience in Toronto at the  
 Hospice Ontario Palliative Care Conference

 » Renovations begin at Kerry’s Boutique

JUlY

 » Grand Opening of Kerry’s Boutique: Member of Parliament, Fin   
 Donnelly, cuts the ribbon and Warren Nipp performs live!

aUGUst

 » Kerry’s Boutique Store Coordinator, Jenny Leung, joins the team—  
 simply the best

sePteMber
 » Camp Kerry BC brings 33 families and 43 volunteers together for a  

 restorative and inspiring four-day journey

 » Youth Recording Project with Damn Fools at Nimbus Recording Studio

 » Circles of Strength Online Network now has over 100 members;   
 connecting Camp Kerry alumni, participants and volunteers all across  
 the country. a new addition to the network this fall is our weekly  
 giveaways of Vancouver-based sports, arts and culture event tickets  
 —providing even more ways for Camp Kerry families to reconnect,  
 socialize and enjoy recreational outings throughout the year

OctOber
 » The first Camp Kerry Ontario is a resounding success

NOveMber

DeceMber

 » Strategic Planning session with staff, board members and invited  
 guests who met to dream, plan and create a vision for the future.  
 everyone agreed that one of Camp Kerry’s greatest strengths is PaSSION

 » Teldon’s dream team of designers devote their skills, talent and love to  
 our annual newsletter. Thank you!

 » Famous Newfoundland author, Donna Morrissey, holds a writing  
 workshop and a reading to raise funds for Camp Kerry Ontario 

MarcH

JUNe

 » Youth Group gathers for campfire and beach BBq in Tsawwassen 

 » annual General Meeting: Kerry Glade Kirstiuk Legacy Fund announced 

 » Great turnout for annual Family Picnic in North Burnaby

 » Office Coordinator, Leah Hamer, joins the team … how did we manage  
 without her?

 » First Official Peer Mentor Family support meeting; families from   
 Ladner, West Vancouver and Kamloops come together to reflect on  
 their leadership role as peer mentors for new Camp Kerry families

 » Camp Kerry Youth Group gathers for pizza dinner and good times at  
 Famoso on Commercial Drive in east Vancouver. Thanks to Manager  
 Rob and his staff for being totally awesome and generous hosts

JaNUarYme with. This remembering is usually quiet 
and simple and often something I do on 
my own. This year I will continue with my 
own personal celebration but I will also 
be choosing to honour “Bas’ Day” more 
publicly by supporting Camp Kerry’s new 
One Day to Remember initiative. 

Working in the field of hospice/palliative/
bereavement care for more than 20 years 
and going through my own significant loss has certainly taught me to 
appreciate the preciousness of each day. I have been fortunate to meet 
many inspiring people who have faced their illnesses with courage and 

their final goodbyes with grace and selfless concern for 
those they are leaving behind. People who face death 
so often just want to know that their loved ones will be 
okay and that someone will be there to support them. 
When my husband’s radiation oncologist told him that 
his treatments were finally at an end, he turned to her 
and asked if she would please call me once in a while 
after he had died to make sure that I was okay.

While we may never be able to change the course of fate 
and circumstance, we can change the lives of families 

who are left behind by reaching out to them in their grief.

I ask that you consider joining me and others in helping us reach our 
fundraising goal of $250,000 so that we can continue to bring the healing 
magic of Camp Kerry into the hearts of deserving children, youth and 
families who have been impacted by the loss of a loved one. Let’s share 
our strength!

While we may never be able to 

change the course of fate and 

circumstance, we can change 

the lives of families who are 

left behind by reaching out to 

them in their grief. 

    Dr. HeatHer MOHan 
       Founder/Executive Director
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MarcH
 »  Newfoundland kitchen party Camp Kerry fundraiser has supporters of  

 all ages singing, dancing and  “screeching in”!

JUNe
 » Team Camp Kerry BC raises nearly $70,000 in the Scotiabank Charity  

 Challenge

 » Long-time Camp Kerry supporters Barbara and Julian Kirstiuk   
 announce that they will be matching all donations made to the Camp  
 Kerry Society up to $250,000 until December 31, 2014.  Their matching  
 donations are used to create an endowment fund called the Kerry Glade  
 Kirstiuk Legacy Fund
 
sePteMber

 » Inaugural Camp Kerry Golf Tournament is held at the Beach Grove Golf  
 Club in Tsawwassen and raises over $150,000

OctOber  
 » KPMG shows their support with a clothing drive for Kerry’s Boutique 

 » Damn Fools Fundraiser at the Sin Bin Grill captivates audiences and  
 raises over $12,000

 » Team Camp Kerry Ontario raises nearly $10,000 in the Scotiabank Charity  
 Challenge in Toronto

FUNDraIsING HIGHlIGHts

WelcOMe...
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WHat’s NeW at caMP KerrY?
INaUGUral caMP KerrY  
GOlF tOUrNaMeNt

With the approval and support of Camp 
Kerry’s Board of Directors, Joshua Dahling, 
along with Michael and Melissa Lapczynski, 

volunteered to bring the vision of a boutique-style 
high-end thrift store to fruition. Kerry’s Boutique was 
launched on July 6th with a fabulous grand opening 
event including live music, prize draws and a BBq. 

The boutique features quality new/used clothing, jewellery, artisan 
gifts and more. Profits go directly to benefit Camp Kerry programs and 
services. We are so proud to have one of our very own alumni, Jenny 
Leung, now working with us as our store coordinator. 

tHe DaMN FOOls  
Music Experience

Camp Kerry music therapist, amy Brown, connected PeaK 
Performance finalists, Damn Fools, with our organization in early 
September. Three weeks later the rock band organized a day 

of music, recording and fun for our youth group. The band partnered 
with the legendary Garth Richardson and Mike Schroeder (CeO) of 
Nimbus School of Recording arts in Vancouver to offer this one-of-a-
kind experience. Nearly 20 youth were involved who enjoyed everything 
from a tour of the recording studios, a jam session with Damn Fools, a 
pizza lunch and the experience of recording their very own song with 
the coaching and assistance of Camp Kerry music therapy intern, aspen 
Switzer, and of course, all the members of Damn Fools. “Having the 
opportunity to give back to the community and be so instrumental in 
facilitating the creative expression of the children of Camp Kerry was very 
overwhelming”, said band member alex Gordon-Firing. “You just feel like 
giving more … It was by far one of the most touching experiences I’ve 
ever had.”

On September 15th, nearly 
100 golfers came out to the 
picturesque Beach Grove Golf 

Club in Tsawwassen, BC, to support our 
organization at the Inaugural Camp 
Kerry Golf Tournament. Incredibly, over 
$150,000 dollars was raised! We want to 
thank all those who participated as well 
as all the businesses who generously 
contributed to this event. “It was by far 
the best charity golf tournament I’ve 
ever participated in, and I’ve been to a lot over the years,” said one of the 
enthusiastic golfers. also, a big thanks to Camp Kerry Golf Tournament/
Fundraising coordinators, Nickole Kirstiuk and Nicole Clough, along with 
the exceptional team of volunteers they recruited for creating such a 
magnificent event! 

On December 9th it will have been 8 years since we since we lost our daughter Kerry to 
colon cancer. She was a light in our lives for 34 years—and we are thankful to have 

enjoyed her special spirit for the time we did.
When I see the amazing Camp Kerry and the comfort and joy it brings families like ours 
that have lost a loved family member, I’m brought to tears, realizing it all began in honour 
of Kerry!

Camp Kerry has grown quickly and impressively—organized and run by staff and 
volunteers who give of their time, talents, education and most of all, loving hearts, 
nurturing families through a very difficult time in their lives.

I remember well the peaceful spirit Dr. Heather Mohan brought to all of us with her 
music and soft-spoken, kind demeanour when Kerry was sick. After the first Camp Kerry 
retreat program got started, I could see how helpful it was for Avery and Hudson to realize 
that other children shared their sorrow with the loss of a mommy or daddy.  Dr. Mohan 
continues to share her music and calming presence with Camp Kerry.

Kerry would be deeply touched by the families that have been helped by this wonderful 
camp. As for me, it gives me great pleasure to know that the special light that Kerry 
brought to us is shining for the world through Camp Kerry. What an amazing legacy!

a very successful addition this year to our Youth Program was 
our first Camp Kerry youth retreat. Five volunteers and 10 
bereaved youth between the ages of 13 and 20, embarked on 

an adventurous road trip to the beautiful Tod Mountain Ranch near 
Kamloops. Our group bonded through great food, sharing circles, 
music therapy, art therapy, equine therapy, a bonfire complete with 
snow candles in sub-zero temperatures, snowshoe golf at Sun Peaks, a 
complete lack of sleep and lots of laughter.  We are grateful to our host 
Tracey O’Connell and the Camp Kerry volunteer team for all their hard 
work in creating such a special event for this group of deserving teens.

caMP KerrY ONtarIO:  
Bringing Hope East

Through innovative collaborations with the Kinark Outdoor Centre, 
Hospice Peterborough and the Peterborough Regional Health 
Centre's Palliative Care Program, the Camp Kerry Society was able 

to offer its very first Camp Kerry Ontario retreat in October. Over the 
course of the four-day gathering, families participated in drama, mask 
making, hiking, talking circles, music, fishing, gold panning, boat rides 
and much, much more. One highlight of the retreat was a special surprise 
visit from the Royal Canadian air Force in a Griffon helicopter. This visit 
was due to the coordination of many individuals including Captain 
Blair Barthel, Special event Plans, 1 Canadian air Division; Captain Laura 
Locklin; Major Lyle Holbrook; Warrant Officer Jim Somerville; Captain 
William Fielding (400 Tactical Helicopter Squadron) and his crew from CFB 
Borden. Without the hundreds of volunteer hours put in by our dedicated 
Ontario Program Coordinator Shelley Hermer along with the outpouring 
of financial support from the community of Peterborough this retreat 
would not have been possible. Our thanks also go out to the awesome 
Camp Kerry Ontario volunteer team and to the highly skilled staff at the 
Kinark Outdoor Centre for being such incredible hosts. 

caMP KerrY bc
Youth Retreat 

KerrY’s bOUtIqUe:  
A New Social Enterprise for the Camp Kerry Society

A MESSAgE fRoM KERRY’S MotHER

Barbara glade 

GOLF TOURNAMENT SPONSORS



  I am making this donation in memory of my  

     (relationship  i.e. mother) __________________________       
     (name of loved one)_______________________________

I would like  my donation to be publicly acknowledged  
on campkerry.org   

Please select your method of payment. Cheques can be made out to Camp Kerry Society and mailed to 145 east Columbia Street, New Westminster, BC, 
V3L 3W2. If you are paying by card, please print clearly below. We also accept payments online through our website. Tax receipts for donations will be 
mailed to you in the near future.

Donate online at  
http://campkerry.org/donate/ 

through our secure online 
donation portal 

“Camp Kerry has connected us in a way that should have 
happened a long time ago. The opportunity that you gave 
us to share and grieve as a group of families who have 
experienced similar loss was long overdue and I am thankful 
that you made it  happen.” 

-Camp Kerry ontario Participant

GIvING bacK 
  One of life’s Greatest Joys

My children and I have been coming to Camp Kerry since 2008 
after, unfortunately, experiencing multiple losses in our family. Our 
experience every year is different, but the one common thing that 
happens is that we have a truly wonderful time and we also get 
connected again as a family. The Camp Kerry Peer Mentor program 
was formalized in 2013 and when Heather invited interested Camp 
Kerry alumni to apply, we felt that we were ready to begin to give 
back and help other families going through similar experiences as 
we had gone through. 

So, what do Peer Mentor Families actually do? One of our tasks is to 
call the new families a few weeks before Camp begins and see what 
questions or concerns they might have. Sometimes all they need is 
to talk to someone who has been to camp to help them understand 

By Naadia, Ali and Josh Clayton (Peer Mentors)

PAyMENT

NAME: _________________________________________________________ COMPANy NAME: _____________________________________________

AddRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________________________PROvINCE: _________

POSTAL COdE:______________________________ EMAIL:   ____________________________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE:____________________________     MObILE: ______________________________________ bUSINESS PHONE: ____________________

Name on Card: ______________________________   Card Number: ________________________________

expiry Date: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________

� Cheque� Online � Visa� MasterCard

Yes, I WaNt tO be a PrOUD sUPPOrter OF tHe caMP KerrY sOcIetY

what a positive experience Camp Kerry can be for their family. at 
camp, we also do practical things like greeting people when they 
arrive, helping to show new families around the site and explaining 
to them what to expect from some aspects of the program that 
can be emotionally challenging such as the Memory Service. My 
daughter ali, who is now 17 years, old says, “The volunteers at Camp 
Kerry are like my family.” My 12-year-old son Josh says that Camp 
Kerry is his “home away from home”. all of us love the volunteers 
and the people who run Camp Kerry. Being able to give back to 
Camp Kerry in a peer mentor role allows my kids to see that they can 
now be there to provide support and friendship to other kids that 
have lost a loved one. and isn’t that one of life’s greatest joys? Being 
able to give back. 

 and  help more families get access to the amazing programs provided by Camp Kerry

ONE dAy TO REMEMbER 

I would like to make a donation of $ ______

        I would like to make a donation of $1,000 to support a   
bereaved family to attend Camp Kerry programs for one year

1 year 2 years __ years

I wish to pledge monthly payments at $20/month for…

1 year 2 years __ years

I wish to pledge annual payments at $240/year for…

Please check all that apply

For as little as $20 a year, you, your family or your company can become 
a member of the Camp Kerry Society. as a member you’ll be able to 
participate in the direction of our organization by having the right to 
vote at our annual General Meetings, access to the latest news and 
developments and promotion for your company.

For many of us, we have days each year that we hold in our hearts as days 
of remembrance. We invite you to join us in our One Day to Remember 
initiative by making a pledge for your special day to commemorate a 
loved one. 

The memory of your loved one will be shared through us each year and 
also on a special page on our website. Your contributions will enable us to 
ensure that families now and in the future will be able to benefit from the 
programs and services that we provide. 

Businesses are also invited to join this campaign. For your contribution, 
we’ll spread the word that your company supports families through us.  
Contact us for details at info@campkerry.org.

We are looking for people interested in volunteering at the Boutique. 
Please contact Jenny at jenny@campkerry.org if you have even just a few 
hours a month to give to this great cause.

becOMe a MeMber ONe DaY tO reMeMber 

KerrY’s bOUtIqUe

For the past several years, we have had a devoted team of volunteers, 
runners and walkers participate in the Scotiabank Half Marathon/5km 
Walk/Run event in Vancouver. This has been one of our largest fundraising 
events each year, and it has allowed us to operate our programs at no cost 
to families. In 2014 our small team came in 2nd place out of 80 registered 
charities in the fundraising charity challenge! This past October we also had 
an incredible team sign up to represent us in Toronto and they rocked it!

This is a great event for all ages, so whether you wish to walk, run, cheer 
on our team or fundraise, we’d love to hear from more of you. Book 
your calendars and contact us to let us know you want to be involved.  

VancouVer – Sunday, June 28, 2015

ToronTo  – Sunday, october 18, 2015

vOlUNteer at caMP or at our 
Year-rOUND cIrcles OF streNGtH GrOUP

Camp Kerry is a place to relax in the beauty of nature and an opportunity 
to meet new friends while creating positive family memories. qualified 
counsellors and specially trained volunteers provide a variety of 
therapeutic recreational programming including: Music and art Therapy, 
Nature Hikes, adventure Challenges, Swimming, Sports and Games, Yoga 
and Relaxation Massage, Sharing Circles, Campfires, Drum Circles and a 
Candlelight Memory Service.
The year-round community-based Circles of Strength groups provide 
regular opportunities for bereaved families to connect, to share their 
experiences in a supportive environment and to gain skills that can assist 
in coping with grief. Children have a chance to use art therapy modalities 
(music, art, drama and play therapy) to express their grief. Parents/
guardians are provided space to talk about their own grief as well as 
the challenges of raising children who are also in their own processes of 
grieving.  
We’d love to hear from you. Learn how you can get involved in 
volunteering.

scOtIabaNK cHarItY  
cHalleNGe

Your family and friends can get involved with fundraising events 
including  bottle drives, garage sales, selling buttons, third-party events 
and so much more. If you’re looking for ideas or simply want to support 
the Camp Kerry Society in raising funds or awareness, please contact us at 
info@campkerry.org. We’d love to hear from you!

FUNDraIsING IN YOUr  
cOMMUNItY

WaYs YOU caN HelP

yes                 nO 



and last—but certainly not least,

tHaNK YOU tO tHe aNGels aMONG Us

1 Canadian air Division

3MC Investments

400 Tactical Helicopter Squadron

adera Foundation Society

advantage Parts Solutions

alive Publishing Group Inc. 

antipixel

autoform

BC Hospice Palliative Care association

Bean around The World (The Bean On Main)

Beach Grove Golf Club

Beedie Development Group

Bereaved Families of Ontario

BlueSky Properties

Bosa Properties

Boston Pizza

Browns Social House Brewery District

Bull Housser & Tupper LLP

Cactus Club

Cadeaux

Canada Running Series

Canadian Tire (Seguin) 

Canlit Publishers

Central City Brew Pub

Chapters Peterborough

Chubb Insurance Company of Canada

CKNW Orphans Fund

Comox Valley Hospice

Costco Wholesale Canada

Craft academy Hair Salon

Craft Beer Market – Dinner for 6

Damn Fools

Deans Knight Capital Management

Deep Cove Brewing

Dorigo

Douglas Tilley Writing/Producing/Design

Dr. e. Baeubien Medicine

east is east Restaurant

east Peterborough Lions Club

Famoso

Ferrari Maserati of Vancouver

Gibbons Hospitality

Global Freedom Foundation

Graydon Wallace art

Greens & Beans

Grouse Mountain

Happy Water

Hollywood Cinemas 

Home Depot United Blvd.

Hospice Palliative Care Ontario

Hospice Peterborough

HUB International Insurance

Innovative Fitness

Investors Group Financial, Peterborough

Jackson Creek Press

Joes apartment

Joey Restaurants

Julien Grenier Salon

Kids Upfront Foundation

Kinark Outdoor Centre 

KPMG

Knights of Columbus Douro

Legends Memorabilia

Lochdale Community School

MaC Marketing Solutions

Magic 96.7 FM Peterborough

Marianas Trench (Matt Webb)

Motive TV Series

Mount Seymour

Music Heals

New Westminster News Leader

Nimbus

Nova Lake Wealth Management

Odlum Brown

One Yoga

O’Neill Hotel Resorts

Order of St. John Palliative Care Foundation 

Parkit enterprise Inc.

Pacific Insight electronics Corp.

Peak Disposal

Penticton & District Hospice Society

Perry & Currier Inc. (PCK)

PG Towns & Sons General Store

Pinantan Lake Resort

PotashCorp

Prudential Sussex Realty

PTBOCanada Ontario 

queen Charlotte Lodge 

RBC Wealth Management Canada

Regional Recycling Richmond

Re-Newall Fitness

Rick & Sue Foundation

Riley’s Pub Peterborough

Royal City Record

Robbins Parking

Royal Canadian air Force

Royal Military College of Canada

Rufus Guitar Shop

Safeway 

Save On Foods Brewery District

Sencorp Capital

Served Catering

Servoweb Technologies

Signarama

Signorello Vineyards

 » Our team of 85+ awesome volunteers who contributed nearly 16,000 hours of    
 service to our programs and events. you are truly the heart and soul of our organization!

 » All those individuals who have generously provided financial support, allowing families  
 to receive grief counselling services, retreats and group support at no cost

 » The following businesses, foundations and service clubs who provided us with   
 donations, gifts-in-kind and invaluable support:

Simon’s Bike Shop

Sin Bin Grill

Snapd Peterborough

Sony and STRUT entertainment

Steamworks

St Jeans Cannery

Sun Peaks Resort

SYNLawn

Tap & Barell

Teldon

Thai New West

The Howard Foundation

The Peak 102.7 FM

The Surrey Now

The Wolf 101.5 FM

Thomas a. Stewart Secondary School

Tod Mountain Ranch

T-ShirtPrinting.ca 

Twining, Short & Haakonson

Uhaul 

Unknown angel Society

VanCityBuzz

Van Drunen Construction Group

Vancouver art Therapy Institute 

Vancouver Canucks

Vancouver Giants

Vancouver Whitecaps 

Vega

Vidalin Family Foundation

Vision Critical

Vivo Fine art 

Wa-2! Water Company

White Paper Co 

WirelessWerks Network Services Inc.

Woodbridge Properties

Young Presidents Organization

The Camp Kerry Society is a registered charity  
and can issue tax receipts for your donations. 
Charitable#:  84876 4684 RR0001

HeaD OFFIce:

Camp Kerry Society
145 east Columbia Street
New Westminster, BC
V3L 3W2
Phone: 604-553-4663
Fax: 604-553-4664
Email: info@campkerry.org

KerrY’s bOUtIqUe:  

480 east Columbia Street
New Westminster, BC
V3L 3X5
Phone: 604-544-4669
Email: jenny@campkerry.org (Store Coordinator)

A special tHANK YoU to our  
year-round sponsor JoEY REStAURANtS.  

We are grateful for your continued support. 

We welcome your inquiries about our programs and 
services and are looking forward hearing from you 

(604) 553-4663

‘No ACt of KiNdNESS, 
 No MAttER HoW SMAll,  

iS EvER WAStEd.’  - AESoP 

http://campkerry.org


